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CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

REF: MANILA 15884 AND PREVIOUS 

§ CASE OF KIDNAPPED JAPANESE TUNA FISHERMEN CONTINUES 
UNRESOLVED. ACCORDING TO JAPANESE EMBOFF, KIDNAPPERS' 
LATEST DEMAND IS FOR PAYMENT OF PESOS 5,000,000 ($673,000) 
RANSOM BY 3 P.M. TODAY (NOV. 17), FAILING WHICH ONE VICTIM 
WILL BE KILLED AND HIS HEAD DELIVERED TO GOP. (EARLIER 
RANSOM DEMAND GAVE DEADLINE OF NOV. 21.) SECOND CONDITION 
IS WITHDRAWAL OF ALL GOVERNMENT MILITARY FORCES FROM 
PROVINCES OF BASILAN, ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE AND ZAMBOANGA 
DEL SUR. 

2. EMBOFF IMPLIED THAT THIS THREAT NOT TAKEN ALTHOGETHER 
SERIOUSLY SINCE IT WAS MADE BY "FIERCEST" OF KIDNAPPERS 
WHO IS USING NAME JACK SALAZAR. JAPANESE ARE UNDER IM- 
PRESSION THAT BOTH MUSLIM REBEL (MNLF) AND BANDIT F.T.F.- 
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MENTS ARE INVOLVED BUT THAT SALAZAR IS DEFINITELY BANDIT. 
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3. EMBOFF SAID GOJ RESPECTS PHILIPPINE GOP POLICY REFUSAL 
TO PAY RANSOM BUT (HE IMPLIED) BELIEVES GOJ SHOULD BE 
ALLOWED TO DO SO. HE SAID MEETING WILL BE HELD AT FOREIGN 
MINISTRY IN TOKYO TODAY TO DECIDE GOJ POLICY AND IMPLIED HIS 
AMBASSADOR STRONGLY URGING INSISTENCE ON GOJ PAYMENT OF 
RANSOM. 

4. JAPANESE ARE UPSET BECAUSE ONLY GOP CONTACT WITH 
REBELS THUS FAR HAS BEEN VIA SUBORDINATE OF LOCAL CONSTABU- 
LARY COMMANDER, COL. BUENO. COMPANY REPS HAVE HANDLED 
BULK OF NEGOTIATIONS THUS FAR. ADMIRAL ESPALDON (OVERALL 
AREA COMMANDER) HAS BEEN IN MANILA OVER WEEKEND AND ONLY 
RETURNED TO ZAMBOANGA THIS MORNING WHERE (JAPANESE HOPE) 
HE WILL TAKE CHARGE OF NEGOTIATIONS. 

4. CASE CONTINUES TO GET HEAVY PUBLICITY IN MANILA PRESS, 
INCLUDING KIDNAPPERS' THREATS TO KILL VICTIMS IF GOP DOESN'T 
PAY RANSOM. PRESS STATES THAT GOP UNWILLING TO PAY RANSOM 
BUT IS AMENABLE TO REBELS' DEMAND THAT MILITARY OPERATIONS 
IN AREA BE CEASED FOR THE DURATION OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. 
SULLIVAN 
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